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Family: Aeshnidae 

Description: Large dark 
dragonfly with huge 
claspers. Black abdomen. 
Thorax green on sides with 
green dots on top and 
small blue saddle just 
behind hind-wings. 

Behaviour: Active flier, 
often inside plantation 
blocks, resting during day 
but easily disturbed 

Species: Gynacantha dohrni 

Body length:57 
Hind-wing length:42 



Family: Aeshnidae 

Description: Large and 
predominantly brown with 
blue and green markings 
on top of thorax and apex 
of abdomen. Colour 
patterns on thorax distinct 
from G. dohrni. 

Behaviour: Active flier, 
often inside plantation 
blocks, resting during day 
but easily disturbed 

Species: Gynacantha subinterrupta 

Body length:62 
Hind-wing length:46 



Family: Gomphidae 

Description: Very large 
yellow and black-striped 
dragonfly. Large claspers. 
Three bright yellow stripes 
on the side of the thorax. 
Yellow spots on the front of 
each abdominal segment. 
On old specimens yellow 
fades. 

Behaviour: Active flier, 
often along ditches, rests 
on overhanging roots and 
vegetation. 

Species: Ictinogomphus  decoratus 

Body length:60 
Hind-wing length:37 



Family: Libellulidae 

Description: Very 
distinctive shape. Squat 
body, with tapering 
abdomen. Black body with 
blue-ish patches. Blue eyes. 
White claspers. 

Behaviour: Not yet found 
in BEFTA plots. This 
individual from Rama Rama 
river, resting on low 
vegetation on gravel bank.  

Species: Acisoma panorpoides 

Body length: x 
Hind-wing length: x 



Family: Libellulidae 

Description: Five distinct 
red bands on abdomen, 
grey or yellow markings on 
side of thorax in males (top 
two photos). Females 
chunkier with red less 
distinct or absent and 
yellow marks along top of 
abdomen (bottom two 
photos). 

Behaviour: Common along 
ditches on edge of plots. 
Patrolling and resting on 
high vegetation 

Species: Agrionoptera insignis 

Body length: 40 
Hind-wing length: 33 



Family: Libellulidae 

Description: Yellow line 
down centre of abdomen 
and thorax, third segment 
from apex dull orange. Old 
specimen. 

Behaviour: Rarely seen 

Species: Agrionoptera sexlineata  

Body length: 41 
Hind-wing length: 38 



Family: Libellulidae 

Description: Powdery 
blue over thorax and 
abdomen, but black on 
last three segments. 
Yellow at base of wings. 

Behaviour: Often along 
ditches perching on 
exposed vegetation. 
Distinctive chasing and 
hovering behaviour with 
two individuals 
frequently hovering in 
mid-air a few cm from 
each other 

Species: Brachydiplax chalybe 

Body length: 32 
Hind-wing length: 27 



Family: Libellulidae 

Description: Small 
yellow dragonfly, thorax 
pale green, abdomen 
yellow apart from last 
two segments which are 
black. Male (top) with a 
a pale ‘saddle’ on third 
and fourth segment, 
absent in female 
(bottom).  

Behaviour: Often found 
resting on vegetation 
along sides of heavily-
grown streams 

Species: Brachygonia oculata 

Body length: 21 
Hind-wing length: 18 



Family: Libellulidae 

Description: Dark with 
yellow stripe down upper 
middle of abdomen and 
thorax.  Side of thorax with 
yellow stripes. Last three 
segments plain black. 
Yellow fades in older 
specimens, which may 
develop powdery blue 
substance over thorax and 
front of abdomen (bottom). 

Behaviour: Fairly rarely 
seen. Along ditches 

Species: Cratilla lineata  

Body length: 45 
Hind-wing length: 37 



Family: Libellulidae 

Description: Large 
dragonfly with greenish 
tinge over body, yellow 
stripe down centre of 
thorax and beginning of 
abdomen and at margins 
at base of abdomen. 
Distinctive black tip to the 
wings.  

Behaviour: Rarely seen 

Species: Cratilla metallica 

Body length: 45 
Hind-wing length: 42 



Family: Libellulidae 

Description: Small and 
delicate dragonfly. Male 
blue with blue eyes (top), 
female greenish yellow 
with dark patches 
(bottom) 

Behaviour: Not yet seen 
at BEFTA, these 
specimens from river at 
Rama Rama 

Species: Diplacodes trivialis 

Body length: x 
Hind-wing length: x 



Family: Libellulidae 

Description: Six blocks of 
red along abdomen. 
Yellowish marks on side of 
thorax, becoming greyer in 
older specimens. Top of 
thorax between wings 
powdery blue/grey. Red 
patches less distinct in 
female, but yellow line 
present along top of 
abdomen (bottom photo). 

Behaviour: along ditches 
perching on tall vegetation. 

Species: Lathrecista asiatica 

Body length: 44 
Hind-wing length: 32 



Family: Libellulidae 

Description: Tiny 
dragonfly. Abdomen bright 
red in mature males (top), 
but patchy yellow brown in 
females and immature 
males (bottom). Thorax 
black with two red patches 
on side. In males, top 2/3 of 
eyes and nose red, bottom 
1/3 black.  

Behaviour: Males often 
rest in ‘obelisk’ position on 
tall tips of ferns along ditch 

Species: Nannophya pygmaea 

Body length: 16 
Hind-wing length: 12 



Family: Libellulidae 

Description: Similar to 
A.insignis but smaller and 
more dainty. Eyes green, 
frons white. Sides of black 
thorax with yellow 
stripes. Top and back of 
thorax pale dusty blue, as 
are first 2.5 abdominal 
segments. Segments 4-8 
with bright red. Last 
segment black. 

Behaviour: Rarely seen 

Species: Nesoxenia lineata 

Body length: 35 
Hind-wing length: 27 



Family: Libellulidae 

Description:  Abdomen and most 
of wings of mature males (top) 
dark red. Immature male (inset) 
with paler red on wings and brown 
abdomen. Females (bottom) with 
off-yellow abdomen with a dark 
line down centre and interrupted 
dark lines down each side.  

Behaviour: By far the commonest 
dragonfly. Both males and females 
seen in large numbers resting on 
vegetation both along ditches and 
inside plots. 

Species: Neurothemis fluctuans  

Body length: 35 
Hind-wing length: 27 



Family: Libellulidae 

Description: Dark thorax 
with metallic sheen, two 
bright yellow stripes on 
side. Vertical yellow stripe 
down top and horizontal 
stripes at intersects down 
abdomen. Abdomen 
reddish, but darker at 
back of each segment 

Behaviour: Large female 
found off transect feeding 
on butterfly. Rarely seen 

Species: Onychothemis culminicola 

Body length: 48 
Hind-wing length: 42 



Family: Libellulidae 

Description: Male with 
bright red abdomen and 
green/brown thorax. Eyes 
brown on top, green 
underneath, Frons white. 
Underside of abdomen pale 
orange with black stripe 
along middle. End of 
abdomen and claspers 
black. Female (bottom) 
greenish thorax and orange 
abdomen 
 

Behaviour: Rarely seen 

Species: Orchithemis pulcherrima 

Body length: 30 
Hind-wing length: 23 



Family: Libellulidae 

Description: Chunky 
dragonfly. Male (top) with 
bright red abdomen, thorax 
brown with no obvious 
marking. Female (bottom) 
uniform brown with darker 
edges to abdominal 
segments. Pale yellowish 
line between wings on top 
of thorax 

Behaviour: Common. Often 
flying around pools and 
perching on exposed 
vegetation  

Species: Orthetrum chrysis 

Body length: 47 
Hind-wing length: 31 



Family: Libellulidae 

Description: Chunky 
dragonfly. Male (top) 
powdery blue to just before 
tip of abdomen. Blue on 
thorax in distinct blocks. 
Female (bottom) with 
broad yellow stripe down 
thorax and abdomen. Base 
of wings yellow. Three faint 
yellow stripes on side of 
thorax.  

Behaviour: Common. Often 
flying around pools and 
perching on exposed 
vegetation  

Species: Orthetrum glaucum 

Body length: 43 
Hind-wing length: 33 



Family: Libellulidae 

Description: Yellow and 
green stripy thorax with 
three distinct sets of 
white marks on black 
abdomen.  

Behaviour: Common. 
Often perching on 
exposed vegetation  along 
ditch. 

Species: Orthetrum sabina 

Body length: 47 
Hind-wing length: 32 



Family: Libellulidae 

Description: Pale yellow 
stripe down black thorax 
and abdomen. Each 
abdominal segment with 
orange edge. 

Behaviour: Rarely seen 

Species: Potamarcha congener 

Body length: 43 
Hind-wing length: 32 



Family: Libellulidae 

Description: Striking 
dragonfly with bright 
yellow mark down dorsal 
surface to 3rd abdominal 
segment. Rest of body 
including sides of thorax 
brown. Eyes and face 
brown, with small yellow 
section in front of eyes. 

Behaviour: Rarely seen 

Species: Rhodothemis rufa 

Body length: 43 
Hind-wing length: 36 



Family: Libellulidae 

Description: Body dark 
with greenish tinge. 
Wings all dark with some 
paler patches.  Females 
with much larger paler 
patches on wings than 
males 

Behaviour: Occasionally 
seen perching on 
vegetation along ditch 

Species: Rhyothemis obsolescens 

Body length: 25 
Hind-wing length: 23 



Family: Libellulidae 

Description: Very 
distinctive dragonfly with 
long wings, bright yellow 
and black at base. Thorax 
and abdomen green. 

Behaviour: Commonly 
flying in swarms in open 
areas at crossroads 

Species: Rhyothemis phyllis 

Body length: 35 
Hind-wing length: 40 



Family: Libellulidae 

Description: Very 
distinctive dragonfly. 
Clear blue markings at 
base of both wings. Hind-
wings wide. Eyes dull red, 
thorax black with dark red 
patches. Abdomen dark 
with slightly metallic 
sheen. 

Behaviour: Rarely seen – 
this individual caught 
along a stream 

Species: Rhyothemis triangularis 

Body length: 15 
Hind-wing length: 22 



Family: Libellulidae 

Description: Male (top) 
red thorax and abdomen, 
with yellow bases to 
wings. Female (bottom) 
with yellowish abdomen, 
with tapering blocks of 
yellow along sides. Yellow 
base to wings. 

Behaviour: Rarely seen 

Species: Trithemis aurora 

Body length: 33 
Hind-wing length: 26 



Family: Libellulidae 

Description: Blue over 
nearly whole body, 
yellow base to wings. 

Behaviour: Not yet seen 
at BEFTA. This individual 
collected from river at 
Rama Rama – where it 
was basking on sand spit. 

Species: Trithemis festiva 

Body length: x 
Hind-wing length: x 



Family: Libellulidae 

Description: Orange dragonfly 
with green eyes. Distinctive 
white and black smudges on 
hind-wings. 

Behaviour: Not yet seen on 
plots. Possibly one of several 
species seen flying around 
accommodation at dusk. This 
individual resting on understory 
vegetation in plantations at 
Libo. 

Species: Tholymis tillarga 

Body length: X 
Hind-wing length: X 



Family: Libellulidae 

Description: Velvety red 
including top of thorax. 
Yellow bases to wings. 
Side of thorax brown. 
Eyes and front of face red. 
Abdomen red.  

Behaviour: Rarely seen 

Species: Urothemis signata 

Body length: 43 
Hind-wing length: 36 



Family: Libellulidae 

Description: Plain brown 
dragonfly with slightly 
paler sides to thorax. Eyes 
brown/green. Very large 
and distinctive ‘keel’. 

Behaviour: Rarely seen. 
Occasionally flying along 
deep ditches. 

Species: Zyxomma petiolatum 

Body length: 50 
Hind-wing length: 33 



Family: Corduliidae 

Description: Enormous 
dragonfly with green eyes 
above changing to 
brown/grey below with 
black dots. Top back of eyes 
blue. Wings brownish, front 
of hind-wing near base 
dark. Body black with two 
vertical yellow stripes on 
thorax and abdomen. 

Behaviour: Rarely seen. 
This one flying along large 
ditch. 

Species: Epophthalmia vittigera 

Body length: 80 
Hind-wing length: 55 



Family: Protoneuridae 

Description: Small 
damselfly with black 
abdomen and four vivid 
blue stripes on thorax. Also 
vivid blue stripe between 
eyes. Middle two thoracic 
stripes in males (right) 
extend further towards 
abdomen than in females 
(left).  

Behaviour: Usually resting 
in dark space, or in 
understory on side of palm 
trunk. 

Species: Prodasineura collaris 

Body length: 34 
Hind-wing length: 18 



Family: Protoneuridae 

Description: Small 
damselfly with black 
abdomen and four stripes 
on thorax. These vivid 
red/orange in males (top), 
but yellow/white in 
females (bottom). 

Behaviour: Not yet found 
at BEFTA. These 
specimens from river at 
Rama Rama 

Species: Prodasineura verticalis 

Body length: x 
Hind-wing length: x 



Family: Platycnemididae 

Description: Damselfly 
with very long white legs 
with black knees. Black 
abdomen with white 
joints and white at apex. 
blue/green white stripes 
on thorax. Newly 
emerged individuals 
(bottom) pinkish. 

Behaviour: Resting in 
shady areas along ditches 

Species: Copera ciliata 

Body length: 41 
Hind-wing length: 20 



Family: Platycnemididae 

Description: Small 
damselfly with yellow legs 
and black thorax with 
yellow stripes. Abdomen, 
whitish at joints. White 
patch on upper side at 
end of abdomen. 

Behaviour: Resting in 
shady areas along ditches 

Species: Copera marginipes 

Body length: 33 
Hind-wing length: 14 



Family: Platycnemididae 

Description: Small 
damselfly with yellow legs 
and black thorax. 
Abdomen, whitish at 
joints. Small white patch 
on very end of abdomen. 
Newly emerged ghost 
form pictured on bottom. 

Behaviour: Resting in 
shady areas along ditches 

Species: Copera vittata 

Body length: 33 
Hind-wing length: 14 



Family: Lestidae 

Description: Very large 
damselfly with long 
abdomen. In males (top), 
last 2 segments of abdomen 
blue, thorax with green 
stripes. Other abdomen 
segments black, whitish at 
joints. Females (bottom) 
brownish with indistinct 
markings 

Behaviour: often resting on 
overhanging vegetation 
along shady ditch. 

Species: Orolestes wallacei 

Body length: 56 
Hind-wing length: 29 



Family: Chlorocyphidae 

Description: Very bright 
tiny damsel. Wings longer 
than abdomen. Thorax 
black with yellow stripes 
and abdomen 
red/orange. 

Behaviour: Not yet found 
at BEFTA. This specimen 
from river at Rama Rama, 
male resting on 
vegetation over water. 

Species: Libellago aurantiaca 

Body length: x 
Hind-wing length: x 



Family: Chlorocyphidae 

Description: Small 
compact damselfly with 
wings longer than 
abdomen. Males (right) 
uniform dark, but in 
sunlight have a purplish 
sheen. Females (left) also 
dark, but with yellow stripe 
down middle of abdomen 
and yellow markings down 
each side, continuing into 
thorax 

Behaviour: On vegetation 
next to and over streams. 

Species: Libellago hyalina 

Body length: 20 
Hind-wing length: 16 



Family: Euphaeidae 

Description: Distinctive 
damselfly with blue wings 
with clear window and 
velvety blue body. 

Behaviour: Not yet found 
at BEFTA. This specimen 
from river at Rama Rama. 

Species: Dysphaea dimidiata  

Body length: x 
Hind-wing length: x 



Family: Calopterygidae 

Description: Metallic 
green damselfly. 

Behaviour: Not yet found 
at BEFTA. This specimen 
from river at Rama Rama. 

Species: Vestalis amoena 

Body length: x 
Hind-wing length: x 



Family: Coenagrionidae 

Description: Tiny damsel with 
blue tale. Sides of thorax pale 
blue. Eyes dark on top and 
blue/green at bottom. Blue dot 
behind eyes. Abdomen black on 
top and whitish underneath, 
but 1st two segments blue on 
side and last two segments 
blue. Third segment from end 
also blue on sides. 

Behaviour: Rarely seen 

Species: Aciagrion hisopa 

Body length: 31 
Hind-wing length: 17 



Family: Coenagrionidae 

Description: Tiny green damselfly 
with green bases to eyes and 
black tops.  

Behaviour: Not yet seen in BEFTA 
plots. 

Species: Agriocnemis minima 

Body length: X 
Hind-wing length: X 



Family: Coenagrionidae 

Description: Only one immature 
individual yet discovered - tiny, with 
pink sides to thorax and abdomen, 
and dark stripe down top of thorax. 

Behaviour: Only found in BEFTA 
plots once - immature individual 
found resting on low vegetation in 
ditch growing out of water and 
hovering close to surface. 

Species: Agriocnemis femina 

Body length: 22 
Hind-wing length: 11 



Family: Coenagrionidae 

Description: Damselfly with 4 
blue stripes on thorax, a black 
abdomen, but with the last two 
segments blue in male (top), 
not in female (bottom). 

Behaviour: often seen along 
ditches, flying over surface or 
resting on vegetation along 
sides. 

Species: Archibasis viola 

Body length: 41 
Hind-wing length: 24 



Family: Coenagrionidae 

Description: Very variable 
damselfly with four green/blue 
stripes on thorax and black 
abdomen with blue tail. Eyes dark 
on top and green below. Blue dots 
behind eyes. Newly emerged 
(bottom), varied in colour, with 
yellow side of thorax and legs and 
orange abdomen with tip that 
gets paler as individuals mature. 

Behaviour: Often seen around 
ditches 

Species: Argiocnemis rubescens  

Body length: 31 
Hind-wing length: 15 

Note: treat all 
Argiocnemis as 
one species 



Family: Coenagrionidae 

Description: Small damselfly 
with eyes green on bottom, 
dark on top. Older individuals 
with pale blue side to thorax. 
Abdomen black, except for last 
two segments which are blue. 
Younger individuals with green 
stripes on thorax and only blue 
dots behind eyes. Pale divisions 
between abdominal segments 

Behaviour: Often seen around 
ditches 

Species: Argiocnemis sp undet. 

Body length: 34 
Hind-wing length: 16 

Note: treat all Argiocnemis 
as one species 



Family: Coenagrionidae 

Description: Very distinctive 
damselfly with blue/green thorax 
and long abdomen with 
reddish/orange base, blue/grey 
middle and orange tip on last two 
segments. Males (top) more 
brightly coloured, with blue/green 
eyes than females (bottom). 

Behaviour: Often seen around 
ditches, resting on vegetation 
near water. 

Species: Ceriagrion cerinorubellum 

Body length: 33 
Hind-wing length: 16 



Family: Coenagrionidae 

Description: Like C. 
cerinorubellum but greenish 
thorax and orange abdomen. 
No obvious stripes, green eyes 

 

Behaviour: rarely seen 

Species: Ceriagrion auranticum 

Body length: 33 
Hind-wing length: 16 



Family: Coenagrionidae 

Description: Dark top to eyes 
and green base. Black thorax 
with blue stripes. Blue tip to 
black abdomen. 

 

Behaviour: Not yet found at 
BEFTA – this specimen from 
stream at Rama Rama 

Species: Mortonagrion aborense 

Body length: x 
Hind-wing length: x 



Family: Coenagrionidae 

Description: Small blue 
damsel. Thorax black with two 
light blue stripes. Eyes blue, 
blue dots behind eyes. 
Abdomen black on top and 
blue/green on sides. Last 3 
segments blue. 

Behaviour: Rarely seen 

Species: Pseudagrion australasiae 

Body length: 40 
Hind-wing length: 20 



Family: Coenagrionidae 

Description: Sides of thorax 
pale blue and two blue stripes 
on top side of abdomen. Dark 
on top of abdomen, but blue 
at joints, last two segments of 
abdomen blue 

Behaviour: Rarely seen 

Species: Pseudagrion microcephalum 

Body length: 32 
Hind-wing length: 16 



Family: Coenagrionidae 

Description: Powdery blue on 
thorax and first two and last 
two abdominal segments. Eyes 
black. 

Behaviour:  Rarely seen – this 
individual caught on stream. 

Species: Pseudagrion pruinosum 

Body length: 40 
Hind-wing length: 23 



Family: Coenagrionidae 

Description: Green eyes, blue 
dots behind eyes. Male 
(bottom) with blue sides to 
thorax with greenish stripes 
over the top. Blue tip to tail. 
Female (top) with green sides to 
thorax and abdomen. Abdomen 
black on top and pale at the 
joints 

Behaviour:  Rarely seen 

Species: Pseudagrion rubriceps 

Body length: 31 
Hind-wing length: 17 


